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Forward

Mathematics is central to our world. Without it, science would not progress, nor industry
thrive, nor communications expand. Thus, the teaching of mathematics is a cornerstone of
a country's educational health.

This conference provides a remarkable opportunity for mathematicians from around the
world to learn from one another's teaching experience. As we look forward to the next
century, we see how much there is to learn. Mathematics itself is advancing, and its use in
other fields is expanding, drawing in a changing student body. Distance education and the
increasing power of computers and calculators is altering the way mathematics is done and
taught.

Because of the challenges facing all of us, we are delighted that this conference has
attracted such a diverse group of participants. However, this diversity means that we are
confronted by the different expectations for such conferences in different countries. Some
are inclusive, aiming to include as many views as possible; some are selective, with only
peer reviewed contributions. We have tried to steer a middle ground. As a result, most
partipants will find the conference not exactly as they had expected. Indeed, it is our hope
that all attendees meet people and cultures that are new to them, and come to understand
some of the triumphs and struggles of different educational systems.

This collection of papers has the same purpose. The papers were contributed by many of
the speakers giving short talks, and they provide a window onto the concerns and activities
of a wide range of people. We hope they will lead the reader to a better understanding of
the similar issues faced by instructors of mathematics across the globe, and that this
understanding will lead to a higher level of international cooperation in the efforts to
improve the teaching of mathematics.

We are very grateful to the conference sponsors for making such an event possible in the
island of Pythagoras.

Ignatios Vakalis, Chair, Capital University, USA

Nicolas Hadjisavvas, Co-chair, University of the Aegean, Greece
Deborah Hughes-Hallett, Co-chair, Harvard University, USA
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